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routed the chola forces. The king was grateful to the
Lord and prayed that He should stay on the Mantap for
even The Lord acceded to the prayer and also granted
him several boons. The arrow released by the archer
took the form of Lord Narashima. Romesa Rishi and
Prahlatha also worshipped him (Narasimha).

The king then begot a son by name Rajasekhara
and ruled over the Pandya kingdom for long.

23. BLESSING A BRAHMIN GIRL

During the reign of Vikkrama Pandya, there was
a Brahmin by name Virupaksha who lived in Madurai. His
wife was Subha vrata. For long, they had no offspring
and their relentless prayers and observance of various
Vrttas, gave them a daughter whom they named Gown.

When Gown was five years old, she showed
inclination towards salvation and asked her father to
guide her for the fulfilment of her objective. He initiated
her into Parvathi mantra. Gowri was constantly reciting
the Mantra with great devotion. When she grew to
marriageable age, her father looked for a suitable
match. One day a Vaishnava Brahmachari came to
Vimpaksfm's house. He was begging for alms in
fulfilment of his Brahmachart Vradha.

On seeing the Brahmachari, Virupaksha recited
the ^ppi^opritate mantra and poured water into the hands
of th^ Brahmachari to signify the Kannikadana of Qowrl
to him. The bride anther mother were terribly ^urprt^ed
a? this action. He had not oven made any enquiries
tegarding the Brahmaqhari and ht^ antecedents They,